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litates the limbs, and destroys the strength of the body;
however this quality may impair our manufactures, weaken
our armies, and diminish our commerce; however it may
reduce our fleets to an empty show, and enable our ene-
mies to triumph in the field, or our rivals to supplant us in
the market, can scarcely, my lords, come under consider-
ation, when we reflect how debauchery operates upon
the morals.

It is happy, my lords, that those who are inclined to
mischief, are disabled in a short time from executing their
intentions, by the same causes which excite them; that
they are obliged to stop in the career of their crimes, that
they are preserved from the hand of the executioner by
the liquor which exposes them to it, and that palsies either
disable them from pursuing their villanies, or fevers put
an end to their lives.

It is happy, my lords, that what is thus violent, cannot
be lasting; that those lives which are employed in mischief,
are generally short; and that since it is the quality of this
malignant liquor to corrupt the mind, it likewise destroys
the body.

But this effect, my lords, is not constant or regular; men
sometimes continue for many years, to supply the ex-
penses of drunkenness by rapine, and to exasperate the
fury of rapine by drunkenness. And, therefore, though
there could be any one so regardless of the happiness of
mankind, as to look without concern upon them who
hurry themselves to the grave with poison, he may yet be
incited by his own interest to prevent the progress of this
practice, a practice which tends to the subversion of all
order, and the destruction of all happiness.

It is well known, my lords, that publick happiness must
be on a stated proportion to publick virtue; that mutual
trust is the cement of society, and that no man can be
trusted but as he is reputed honest. To promote trust,
my lords, is the apparent tendency of all laws. When the
ties of morality are enforced by penal sanctions, men are
more afraid to violate them, and, therefore, are1 trusted
with less danger; but when they no logger fear the law,
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